
 

Page 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Mauritania urges an end to illegal fishing and illicit financial flows from Africa 

His Excellency Mohamed OULD ABDEL AZIZ, President of the Islamic Republic of 

Mauritania and Chair of the African Union, urges action to halt illicit financial flows and 

the plunder of marine resources ahead of an AU Summit in Addis Ababa. 

      NOUAKCHOTT, January 20 –Mauritanian President and Chair of the African Union, 

Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, called on his fellow African leaders and the international 

community on Tuesday to increase transparency in fisheries management and to tackle illicit 

financial flows, noting that transparency is a critical ingredient for sustainable development.  

      Speaking at the end of a high-level two-day conference on transparency and sustainable 

development, President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz said that better management of Africa’s 

natural resources – including an end to illicit financial flows - could transform the lives of 

millions of Africans, generating jobs, fairer economic growth, and unlocking revenues for 

health, education, energy, and infrastructure.  

      “Africa has a wealth of natural resources, from oil, gas, and minerals, through to our 

fisheries, forests, and other biodiversity,” President Ould Abdel Aziz said in the Mauritanian 

capital, Nouakchott. 

      “But Africans are not getting a fair deal for these resources and transparency is a critical 

part of the solution, an essential ingredient for sustainable development” he said, less than 

two weeks before an African Union Summit in Addis Ababa. 

      Closely associated with the extractive industries, illicit financial flows cost Africa an 

estimated 5.5 percent of GDP each year, more than any other region of the world. 
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      “The world wants and needs Africa’s resources, so they must also take responsibility for 

managing these resources well - fair deals are the only ones to stand the test of time,” 

President Ould Abdel Aziz told the conference. 

      Issued by the Mauritanian government at the end of the conference, and agreed to by 

participants, The Nouakchott Declaration urges a series of policy measures to tackle both 

illicit financial flows and illegal fishing. 

      Illegal fishing costs West Africa a conservatively estimated US$ 1.3 billion each year, and 

devastates coastal communities through the associated loss of jobs, trade, critical protein 

sources, and environmental destruction.  

      Mauritania’s long Atlantic seaboard is one of the world’s most abundant ocean fishing 

grounds, but the West African nation with a population of about 3.5 million people has not 

received a fair deal for its resources, hindered by illegal fishing and lack of processing 

facilities that limits the creation of extra jobs.  

      Building on the African Union’s 2050 Africa Integrated Maritime (AIM) Strategy Action 

Plan and retention of 2015-2025 as the Decade of African Seas and Oceans, President Ould 

Abdel Aziz urged leaders of Africa’s coastal other nations to bring greater transparency to 

fisheries management, including the granting of licences and control of illegal fishing.  

      “African governments have a potentially pivotal role to play in tackling the global issue of 

illegal fishing, but the international community must also take responsibility for combating 

the foreign boats that steal from African waters,” he said, referring to the Port State 

Measures Agreement which needs ratifications from another 11 countries anywhere in the 

world before coming into force.  

      “This is the first African Union conference in the Decade of African Seas and Oceans, so 

what better way to begin that by increasing commitment to protecting our marine 

resources, especially our fisheries,” said the President who has launched  a Fishing Industry 

Transparency Initiative (FITI). 

 

 

Note to Editors: 

 

 The Nouakchott Declaration on Transparency and Sustainable Development is 

available at http://conferencetransparence.mauritanie2015.org/ 


