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Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

It is a great pleasure and an honor for me to attend the first meeting, here in 

Berlin, of the International Advisory Group of the Fisheries Transparency 

Initiative. 

On behalf of the Mauritanian authorities, I would like to sincerely thank 

the HUMBOLDT-VIADRINA Governance Platform for its commitment and 

support to this initiative. I thank in particular Professor Dr. Peter EIGEN, founder 

of Transparency International, founding Chairman of the Extractive Industries 

Transparency Initiative (EITI) and initiator of this initiative for transparency in 

fisheries. 

His Excellency Mohammed Ould ABDEL AZIZ, President of the Islamic Republic of 

Mauritania, took the initiative, in his capacity of acting President of the African 

Union, to host in Nouakchott on January 19-20, 2015 a High Level International 

Conference on “Transparency and Sustainable Development in Africa”, aiming at 

fostering a new process across the continent in favor of good governance, 

especially in the natural resources sector. 

His Excellency President ABDEL AZIZ proposed to participants at the Conference 

to put a special emphasis on the promotion of transparency in the various 

economic sectors and to launch a specific initiative in the fisheries sector, based 

on the model of EITI, as proposed by Professor Dr. EIGEN.   
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Participants supported this idea and asked for this “FiTI” Initiative in their final 

declaration. They asked the HUMBOLDT-VIADRINA Governance Platform to 

work on a conceptual framework for the Initiative. 

As a result, this first meeting of the International Advisory Group of the FITI 

Initiative is a key step in the process of establishing a global governance 

structure, gathering all stakeholders from the fisheries sector.   

By the end of this year, your work will hopefully provide the necessary input to 

the next conference on Fisheries Transparency to be held in Nouakchott on 

December 14th, 2015 by invitation of His Excellency Mohammed Ould ABDEL 

AZIZ, President of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. 

I thank very much all participants to this International Advisory Group for their 

commitment to this work. On behalf of the Mauritanian Authorities, I 

congratulate them for the quality and professionalism of all members coming 

from various horizons: international organizations, public service, business 

community, and civil society. This diversity is necessary to ensure a 

comprehensive dialog and a conceptual framework supported by all.   

The main task of the Advisory Group is clear: setting up an international standard 

for the dissemination of public and reliable data on fisheries activities by 

participating governments. This standard will support better transparency in 

sustainable development policies in the fisheries sector and help address the 

major challenges our countries face: overfishing, illegal fishing, unregulated, and 

destructive fishing.  

The Mauritanian Authorities strongly support the initiators of the Initiative and 

strongly believe that, as in the case of extractive industries, a collective action in 

favor of more transparency will pave the way for a better understanding by all 

stakeholders of the necessity to adopt responsible behaviors. 

Stakeholders will make public their activities, revenues they make from fishing, 

the amount paid to costal states and the legal framework of their fishing sector. 

That way, the FiTI Initiative will contribute to better identify bad behaviors, help 

our countries to improve tax collection and to conduct a dialog involving all the 

actors. The Initiative will also materialize governments’ support to sustainable 

policies and to the fight against inappropriate behaviors and corruption.  
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The Initiative is crucial to improve the wellbeing of our fishermen and of our 

populations.  

To succeed, we need your expertise, your advice and your skills. We need to 

establish an international standard for data dissemination that is robust, 

operational and supported by all stakeholders. 

I trust you will perfectly meet this goal.  

I thank you once again for your support and I wish you great success in your 

work. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

H.E. Sid’Ahmed Raïss 

Minister for Economic Affairs and Development 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania 


