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Statement made by H.E. Sid Ahmed Raïss, Minister for Economic Affairs and 

Development, Islamic Republic of Mauritania 

Second Meeting of the International Advisory Group of the Fisheries 

Transparency Initiative (FITI) 

Rome, 21 October 2015 

 

Mr Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Let me thank the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for 

hosting this second Meeting of the International Advisory Group of the Fisheries 

Transparency Initiative, today in Rome. This is a great pleasure for me to meet 

again with all of you to take stock of the progress made in our work since our 

first meeting in Berlin in July. 

I would like also to thank very much the FiTI Secretariat for the work done since 

July in view of this second meeting. I thank in particular Professor Dr. Peter 

EIGEN, Chairman of the FiTI International Advisory Group, for his commitment 

and support to this initiative. 

 As agreed in Berlin, this meeting focuses on discussing key areas to substantiate 

the Initiative: 

 The FiTI Principles 

 The key characteristics of an “enabling environment” 

 Further details on the FiTI “transparency elements” 

Moreover, discussions will continue on the key issues we identified, relating to: 

 Data availability 

 Involvement  of all relevant stakeholders at national level 

 Format of the country reports 

 Funding for the initiative 
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Finding adequate answers to all these questions is critical for the preparation of 

the official launch of the Initiative. I hope the discussions here in Rome will help 

converge on common views in that regard. 

As you know, the President of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania has proposed 

to host in Nouakchott the international Conference that will launch the FiTI 

Initiative and present to all stakeholders its content.  

The date of December 14th has been retained by the Mauritanian government 

for this Conference, which offers only 2 remaining months to prepare the event. 

I hosted a technical mission from the HUMBOLDT-VIADRINA Governance 

Platform in Nouakchott, early October, to prepare the conference. The experts 

exchanged views with my Ministry’s team on the preparation process and met 

with various officials from the Ministry of Fisheries as well as Donors and civil 

society to present the event.  

A preliminary list of invitation has been set-up and official invitations have been 

already sent or are going to be sent in the next days. We hope to secure high-

level attendance from international organizations, public sector and 

government’s officials and Ministers, the private sector, members of the 

Academic community, donors and civil society. We count on all participants to 

support the invitation process and convince key stakeholders to come.  

I thank the HUMBOLDT-VIADRINA Governance Platform for its efforts to 

promote the conference with other governments, in Senegal, Costa Rica, 

Seychelles, Indonesia and Peru, for example. 

I myself promoted the conference in Lima at the IMF/World Bank Annual 

Meetings. I am convinced we can benefit from the COP 21 and the mobilization 

of the international community on environmental issues. 

Considering the existing limited capacity to travel to Mauritania and to stay in 

hotels in Nouakchott, we choose to focus on the quality of participants and to 

limit to around two hundred people the number of participants.   

We will benefit from the financial support of the World Bank, the African 

Development Bank and the Arab Fund to set-up the conference. I thank very 

much these institutions for their contribution.  
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In terms of agenda, we plan to hold the conference on the day of Monday 14. 

The conference on Monday 14th of December and we hope to benefit from a 

large media coverage to promote the initiative worldwide, and to highlight the 

importance of transparency in a sector that is important source of livelihoods in 

coastal countries around the world.  

I am honored to announce here in advance that Mauritania will be adhering to 

the Initiative and will disclose it publicly at the end of the conference once the 

principles are defined. 

Let me know clarify other important points, relevant for the preparation process. 

1/ I was questioned on the role of my Ministry, the Ministry for Economic Affairs 

and Development, in the preparation process, and its relations with the 

Mauritanian Ministry of Fisheries.  

Let me be clear: my Ministry has been designated as the primary body in charge 

of the conference, considering its role as the entity in charge of implanting 

transparency and good governance.  

Nonetheless, the Fisheries Ministries is fully involved in the process and will 

participate in the conference. The mission in Nouakchott early October met with 

the Minister for Fisheries and this point was clearly stated. 

2/ Another issues related to the articulation of the FiTI with the EITI.  

The Mauritanian authorities believe the two processes should remain separate. 

EITI focuses on oil, gas and mining industries, which are clearly specific. 

FiTI will cover a different and specific sector and should remain clearly 

identifiable. 

Therefore, the declaration of Principles that will be prepared for the conference 

will have to focus only on fisheries. 

 

Dear participants, 
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I would like to hear from you on the preparation of the FiTI principles and if you 

have any suggestions for the conference and I stand ready to answer your 

questions.  

I count on your full mobilization to ensure the success of this important event a 

large participation and commitments to FiTI from numerous countries will help 

to send a strong signal towards maintaining marine resources in a sector that 

lacks transparency, but remains a major source of livelihood in coastal countries.  

 

I thank you once again for your support and I wish you great success in your 

work. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

H.E. Sid Ahmed RAÏSS 

Minister for Economic Affairs and Development,  

Islamic Republic of Mauritania 

   

 

 

 


