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It has been an exciting first year for the FiTI, the 
Fisheries Transparency Initiative. Since it started its 
conceptual phase in May 2015, the FiTI has gathered 
support from countries and stakeholders all over the 
world. Like us, these stakeholders all share the initia-
tive’s vision: that increased transparency will stimulate 
demand for more accountability and result in more re-
sponsible fisheries management.  

We’re very grateful for all this support. 

Our thanks go particularly to those who came to Berlin 
and Rome to share their invaluable expertise at the 
FiTI’s first two Advisory Group meetings. 

We also thank the Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Mauritania, which has remained committed to the 
FiTI, as well as Costa Rica, Indonesia and the Sey-
chelles, which have also shown strong interest and 
support to this important global initiative.

In recent months, we have also engaged with stake-
holders from all four corners of the world, reaching out 
to representatives of governments, businesses and the 
civil society in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe. 
Indeed, the more countries that participate in the FiTI, 
the stronger the initiative will be! 

In this spirit, we travelled twice to Mauritania, once 
to Senegal, and recently to Indonesia at the invitation 

of H.E. Susi Pudjiastuti, the Minister for Fisheries and 
Maritime Affairs. 

We are very grateful to our hosts in all these countries 
for their kind invitations and support.

We are confident that in 2016, we will build on the mo-
mentum generated so far and on the growing aware-
ness among decision makers that fisheries are key to 
the well-being of millions in every continent. We were 
delighted this year to see this awareness lead to the 
adoption of Sustainable Development Goal number 14 
(SDG14) on the conservation of our oceans. In Paris, 
ocean issues were high on the COP21 agenda too.

We still have plenty of work ahead in the coming year, 
a landmark year for the FiTI. The year kicks off with 
the 1st International FiTI Conference on February 3rd, 
kindly hosted by the Mauritanian Government.
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM THE FITI SECRETARIAT

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 



OCEAN ISSUES HIGH ON THE AGENDA AT COP21
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Immediately afterwards, Mauritania will also host the 
3rd International Advisory Group meeting of the FiTI 
(February 4th).

As our technical work advances, we have now recently 
established two working groups covering small-scale 
and large-scale fisheries.

In 2016, we will continue our work to establish a 
practical and credible Standard for the FiTI and to

address the initiative’s long-term sustainability. We 
also look forward to seeing many more countries 
commit to implementing FiTI. 

In the meantime, we wish you and your families a 
very happy festive season. 

The FiTI Secretariat

day at the conference – December 4th – dedicated to 
discussing ocean issues.  

This symbolic day was chosen to talk about the FiTI 
and its mission at COP21.

Peter Eigen, Chair of the International Advisory Group 
of the FiTI, said: “All around the world, climate change 
has already become reality for coastal communities 
who often depend on fish for survival.”

“In many countries, these coastal communities are 
already under enormous pressure, linked to their 
dwindling fish stocks and unsustainable fisheries 
management. The FiTI will support the improvement 
of fisheries management, making it more sustainable.”

“But  this  work is no panacea to the climate change 
issue, of course. Coastal communities need global 
leaders to make clear commitments in Paris in the next 
days.”

The Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) aims at 
promoting more sustainable and responsible fisheries 
through transparency and participation. The 1st 
International Conference of the FiTI will take place in 
Nouakchott/Mauritania on 3 February 2016.
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Sustaining our oceans needs better gover-
nance and action now on climate change

The ocean acts as a critical second lung for our planet, 
a major line of defense in the battle against climate 
change. But it had hardly been mentioned in any 
climate change summits until now. Until COP21.

The Fisheries Transparency Initiative was delighted to 
see the ocean high on the COP21 agenda, with a whole 
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The Fisheries Transparency Initiative continued its dis-
cussion on transparency elements, when its Interna-
tional Advisory Group met at the headquarters of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) in Rome to advance work begun at a first 
meeting in Berlin.

The meeting was prepared and conducted by the FiTI 
Secretariat and kindly hosted by the FAO. “We are de-
lighted to meet here at the headquarters of the FAO, 
which is a key driver of reforms in fisheries,” Peter Ei-
gen said.

The one-day event gathered more than 30 representa-
tives, including representatives from the Governments 
of Costa Rica, Indonesia, Mauritania and the Seychelles 
— who already attended the 1st meeting in Berlin. The 
Secretariat also welcomed a representative from the 
Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to FAO at 
the discussion table.

In line with the inclusive process of the FiTI, the meet-
ing also brought together representatives from inter-
national institutions, businesses, civil society organi-
zations and academia. These included inter alia the 
European Union, FAO, GIZ, Swedish Agency for Marine 
and Water Management and the World Bank Group, 
Cepesca, the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership, Green-
peace, Oceana, Mauritanie 2000, etc.

The meeting was opened by Audun Lem, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Policy and Economics Division at the Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Department, who welcomed the mis-
sion of the FiTI to enhance responsible and sustainable 
fisheries. The objectives of the FiTI, he declared, are in 
line with the goals of the FAO.

In fact, the need for transparency and participation 
is central to the guidelines and directives of the FAO, 
inter alia the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests 
in the Context of National Food Security (FAO; 2012) 
and the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable 
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security 
and Poverty Eradication (FAO; 2015).

Mr. Lem also expressed his delight to see Maurita-
nia taking a leading position in this initiative, a role 
that the Mauritanian Minister for Economic Affairs and 
Development H.E. Sid’Ahmed Raïss confirmed in his 
welcome remarks: “At the end of the upcoming 1st 
International Conference of the FiTI, Mauritania will 
disclose publicly its commitment to engage in the FiTI 
process”.

The discussions opened by reemphasizing that the 
FiTI should focus initially on access to marine fisher-
ies.

Following detailed discussions on transparency el-
ements that the FiTI could target, participants also 
discussed about other challenges that need to be 
considered when defining the FiTI Standard. This 
included amongst others the costs of the reporting 
process, finding a practically-feasible way to gather 
information from small-scale fisheries and the issue 
of confidentiality clauses in certain arrangements. It 
was therefore decided to establish specialized work-
ing groups to discuss such particular challenges in 
more details.
 
The meeting concluded with the announcement of 
H.E. Minister Sid’Ahmed Raïss that the 1st Interna-
tional Conference of the FiTI, initially scheduled for 
14 December 2015 in Mauritania, would be moved 
to early February 2016 in order to accommodate the 
requests from various senior officials to attend this 
important event. The date of the Conference was now 
scheduled for February 3rd. The next Advisory Group 
meeting will be organized on Wednesday, February 
4th 2016 in Mauritania, directly following the interna-
tional conference.
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2ND ADVISORY GROUP MEETING CONDUCTED AT THE FAO IN ROME

More information on the meeting can be found 
at www.fisheriestransparency.org

www.fisheriestransparency.org
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In an interview conducted during the 2nd Advisory 
Group meeting of the FiTI, Mas Achmad Santosa, 
Head of Indonesia’s Task Force on the Prevention and 
Eradication of IUU Fishing, emphasizes the importance 
of transparency and participation for Indonesian 
fisheries. 

The full interview of Mas Achmad Santosa is 
available on the website of FiTI.
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            INTERVIEWS 

In an interview conducted after the 2nd Advisory Group 
meeting of the FiTI, Javier Garat, Secretary General 
of Cepesca, highlights how better trust between 
stakeholders can improve fisheries management and 
how transparent fishing agreements are essential to 
more productive and sustainable fisheries. 

The full interview of Javier Garat is available on 
the website of the FiTI.

THE FiTI IN THE NEWS

• “RI seeks to boost transparency in fisheries”, The Jakarta Post, 12 December 2015

• “La transparence, pilier de la stratégie de réforme des pêches proposée par l’UA”, 
 REJOPRAO, 31 October 2015 

• “Transparence dans le secteur de la pêche : Le Sénégal à la traine”, M’Bour Info, 30 October 2015  

•  “Le ministre des affaires économiques copréside la réunion du 2ème Groupe Consultatif International   
 de l’initiative FITI (Fisheries Transparency Initiative)”, Agence Mauritanienne d’Information, 
 23 October 2015 

• “Le ministre des affaires économiques reçoit une mission de l’initiative de transparence dans le    
 secteur des pêches”, Agence Mauritanienne d’Information, 5 October 2015 

• “Lancement du programme régional des pêches pour l’Afrique de l’Ouest en Mauritanie (PRAO)”,    
 Agence Mauritanienne d’Information, 5 October 2015

• More transparency in fisheries – recent developments and questions –  a think piece for action”, 
 Mundus Maris, 2015

http://fisheriestransparency.org/transparency-is-key-for-indonesian-fisheries
http://fisheriestransparency.org/transparency-is-key-for-indonesian-fisheries
http://fisheriestransparency.org/interview-trust-is-transforming-european-fisheries-management
http://fisheriestransparency.org/interview-trust-is-transforming-european-fisheries-management
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/12/12/ri-seeks-boost-transparency-fisheries.html
http://rejoprao.info/2015/10/31/la-transparence-pilier-de-la-strategie-de-reforme-des-peches-proposee-par-lua/
http://rejoprao.info/2015/10/31/la-transparence-pilier-de-la-strategie-de-reforme-des-peches-proposee-par-lua/
www.mbour.info/economie-maritime/item/7105-transparence-dans-le-secteur-de-la-p%25C3%25AAche--le-s%25C3%25A9n%25C3%25A9gal-%25C3%25A0-la-traine.html
https://cape-cffa.squarespace.com/new-blog/progresswithfiit
http://mundusmaris.org/index.php/en/what/1832-fiti-en
http://mundusmaris.org/index.php/en/what/1832-fiti-en
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February 2016

• 4 February: The FiTI Secretariat will conduct the 3rd International Advisory Group meeting of the FiTI, 
Nouakchott/Mauritania.

• 3 February: The Islamic Republic of Mauritania will host the 1st International Conference of the FiTI,   
Nouakchott/Mauritania.

January 2016

• 18-22 January: The FiTI will participate in the think tank meeting on governance of the African small-scale 
fisheries and its contribution to the accelerated agricultural transformation goals of Africa, Dakar/Senegal.

• 19 January: The FiTI will participate in the Blue Economy Summit II, Abu Dhabi/United Arab Emirates.

December 2015

• 10-11 December: The FiTI Secretariat was invited to Indonesia by H.E. Susi Pudjiastuti, the Indonesian Min-
ister for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs in order to discuss the role of Indonesia in the FiTI. During this visit, 
Peter Eigen and Sven Biermann met H.E. Pudjiastuti in Jakarta. The Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of 
the Republic of Indonesia also held a seminar with 50-70 fisheries representatives from Governments, Busi-
nesses and Civil Society organizations on the importance of transparency and participation for good gover-
nance.

• 4 December: The FiTI was introduced at the major climate conference COP21, Paris/France.

November 2015

• 21-23 November: The FiTI was introduced during the World Fisheries Day 2015, Agadir/Maroc.

October 2015

• 26-28 October: The FiTI Secretariat was in Senegal to promote the FiTI. Amongst others, the Secretariat 
met with members of the Senegalese Government, the West Africa Regional Fisheries Program (WARFP), the 
Sub-regional Fisheries Commission, international organizations, civil society organizations, as well as artisanal 
fisheries organizations.

EVENTS 

FOLLOW THE FiTI

www.fisheriestransparency.org

@FisheriesTI

http://
www.fisheriestransparency.org%0D
www.fisheriestransparency.org%0D
http://twitter.com/FisheriesTI

