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Proposed objectives: 

Provide final recommendations to the International Advisory Group 

 on the reporting elements of the FiTI (core elements and contextual information), and  

 on whether FiTI should include basic requirements for countries’ compliance (in addition 

to reporting). 

 

Discuss challenges and solution approaches 

 on the reporting process (e.g. data collection and verification), and 

 on the dissemination of information.  
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Opening session: Welcome and introduction 

Gain understanding of the FiTI’s key priority areas for 2016, its overall timetable and current 

status.  

Discuss expectations and objectives for the next two days and agree on the provisional 

agenda for the discussion. The suggested agenda is informed by the key observations made 

for the FiTI in the Seychelles study. 

 
 

4 suggested technical sessions: 

Purpose of the FiTI Reporting 

Discuss the underlying issues areas that the FiTI seeks to address. In the Seychelles, several 

stakeholders suggested that simply publishing data may have a limited impact, due to the 

lack of capacity to interpret data and undertake necessary analysis. A key question, which 

informs the reporting scope and process, is therefore the extent to which FiTI’s key outcome 

(i.e. FiTI Country Report) is restricted to publishing credible [raw] information, or whether 

there is a need to go further and include analysis in the publication of data by the FiTI.  

Key questions:  

o What questions do we think data from the FiTI will answer? What will be the main 

issues of interest?  

o Can the FiTI rely on others to undertake data analysis? Is there sufficient capacity 

available to do this in various countries? Should the FiTI International Secretariat 

take an active role in undertaking data analysis for countries? 

o What additional information is needed to undertake data analysis, based on the 

FiTI information? 

o Should the FiTI form partnerships with other institute for undertaking independent 

data analysis?  
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Scope of the FiTI Reporting 

Define recommendations on the scope of reporting elements regarding “access to marine 

fisheries”, as well as additional contextual information. 

Key questions:  

o Based on the purpose of the FiTI Reporting, which kind of information should be 

covered under FiTI for “access to marine fisheries” as well as additional contextual 

information? And which information should be seen as mandatory, respectively 

optional? 

o Should information on “access to marine fisheries” include  

 also recreational and scientific fishing activities? 

 only information on vessels active in the country’s EEZ or cover information 

on all vessels flagged in the country? 

 direct payments for the right to fish (e.g. license fees, in-kind contributions), 

or also indirect payments (e.g. taxes)? 

 landing and transshipment information as part of the “Catches” category?  

o Should an FiTI Country Report also include information on  

 subsidies,  

 penalties and fines,  

 development aid,  

 other post-harvest / value chain information, incl.  

- employment (incl. gender distribution) 

- labour standards 

- import and export data? 

o Should the FiTI apply additional basic conditions for countries to become an FiTI 

country (in addition to reporting), such as the public availability of 

 national legislation relevant to fisheries, in its most up-to-date version? 

 texts of fisheries access and charter agreements and related protocols, be it 

with States or private companies? 

 national registry of fishing vessels? 

 other complementary data (e.g. scientific stock assessments)? 

o How can the FiTI address confidentiality clauses?  
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Process of the FiTI Reporting 

Discuss the possible methods of collating information for the FiTI. This is an important issue 

as the FiTI is requiring substantial information for countries (from governments, companies, 

civil society). It is important to think through the practicalities of data gathering, including 

responsibilities, costs, frequency and coordination. 

Key questions:  

o How often does the FiTI request information from countries (e.g. every year)? 

o How is data going to be gathered? For example: 

 Will the FiTI be based on a survey administered by an independent consultant 

who will cross check and then present data for final verification to the National 

MSG? How time consuming will this be and who will pay for this?, or 

 Will all stakeholder groups provide information to a national administrator who 

consolidates and reviews the data, then to be presented to the National MSG?  

o How will the provided information be verified?  

 

Dissemination of the FiTI Reporting 

Address the concern that stand-alone reports may not have a wider impact or be accessible 

to many people. Moreover, there is a potential for the FiTI to duplicate local efforts, such as 

information published in annual reports.  

Key questions:  

o How to maximize impact, but not duplicate efforts?  

o What will the FITI produce for each country (paper-based report, central website, 

country website)? 

o Should the FiTI’s website contain guidelines on how data could be used by others?  

o Should the FiTI International Secretariat collect case studies of examples and 

monitor how data is used? 

o What kind of partnerships should the FiTI seek to maximize publicity?  

 

Closing session: Conclusions and next steps 

Reflect on the outcomes of the two days and agree on the next steps for the upcoming 4th 

FiTI International Advisory Group meeting (mid of June 2016, Madrid/Spain). 


