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!
Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,!
 
Fisheries has become one of the most important driving factors for the 
world’s economic growth, social inclusiveness and environmental 
sustainability. 
  
In the efforts to achieve vision of making the Seas as the future of our nation, 
the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of the Republic of Indonesia sets 
its mission on three pillars of the national’s fisheries management: 
sovereignty, sustainability and prosperity.  
 
To achieve such vision and mission, transparency and public participation 
have always been the top priorities for the governance in the Ministry since 
the leadership of our Minister Susi Pudjiastuti in October 2014. This means, 
the Ministry is open in the clear disclosure of information, rules, plans, 
processes and actions. 
 
Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Transparency alone cannot be defined merely about making information 
available to public. More than that, the information must be made relevant 
and accessible, timely and accurate so that the public may gain benefits out 
of it. Transparency shall stand next to accountability to ensure that the 
information is indeed solutive and credible. 
 
Transparency, accountability and public participation are key elements our 
national efforts to combat illegal fishing and fisheries crime, as well as to 
improve the national fisheries management. In this regard, the Ministry, in 
cooperation with the Presidential Task Force to Combat Illegal Fishing (Task 
Force 115), has taken concrete steps, incorporating the fisheries 
transparency initiative into the framework of these actions.  
 



First, the national system for public access to information regarding the Direct 
Economic Assistance from the government to the local society in marine and 
fisheries sector.  
 
This access will help the public to observe the government’s subsidy for 
those recipient of donor, which in turn, may also be an effective media of 
monitoring and evaluation so that the government can make a precise and 
targeted decision in granting donor to local communities. 
 
Second, the issuance of policies to combat IUU fishing. These policies 
encourage the public, including business actors and media to involve, 
contribute, and support the enforcement.  
 
Such policies include:  
 

(a) prohibition on the use unsustainable fishing gears, such as trawls and 
seine nets;  

(b) prohibition on transshipment at sea;  
(c) improvement in licensing procedures to expedite public service on 

obtaining license to fish based on sustainable fishing gears and 
accurate submission of data requirements;  

(d) human rights protection policy in capture fisheries business, which, 
earlier in that regard, the Ministry has repatriated over 1,000 victims of 
human trafficking back to their home countries;  

(e) the ratification of the Port States Measures Agreement through 
Presidential Regulation No. 43 of 2016;  

(f) placing capture fisheries business to the negative list for foreign 
investment through Presidential Regulation No. 44 of 2016; and  

(g) strengthen the development of the national instrument for better 
implementation of fisheries management measures, such as: 
implementation of fishing logbook, vessel monitoring vessel and 
observer program.  

 
All policies are publicly transpired and available. 
 
Third, Indonesia has launched One Data Initiative in the Ministry to address 
data improvements through three approaches: people, process and 
technology. This initiative is in line with the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries where States should ensure transparency in the 
mechanisms for fisheries management and in the related decision-making 
process. 
 
 
 



Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Fisheries transparency initiative is expected to bring benefits onto Indonesia’s 
fisheries sector. These benefits are, among others: 
 

(i) good governance for capture fisheries management based on 
transparency and public participation; 

(ii) organized and controlled environment for exploration and 
conservation of fish resources based on sustainable fisheries 
principle; 

(iii) optimized the State’s income from fisheries sector by urging the 
stakeholders (government, public and business actors) to fulfill their 
responsibility to report on the fish they caught and the revenue they 
generated; 

(iv) minimized feasibility of fisheries crime and fisheries-related crime 
committed during operations; and 

(v) substantive input for the Minister for decision-making process in 
capture fisheries and aquaculture management. 

 
Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
In order to achieve the effective implementation of fisheries transparency 
initiative in Indonesia, the Ministry will continue to put tangible actions, 
including the establishment of National Multi-Stakeholders Group and 
National Secretariat of FiTI.  
 
The National Multi-Stakeholders Group will consist of the triangle of 
stakeholders – government, private sectors and civil society. The Group will 
also ensure that transparency and participation principles are met in the 
fisheries management system, which covers small-scale and large-scale 
fisheries. For that reason, Indonesia is committed to be the pilot country to 
implement FiTI. 
 
The Ministerial Decree on Transparency Team in Capture Fisheries 
Management is now drafted and discussed internally. There will be three 
committees that will contribute to make FiTI a success in Indonesia, which 
are the steering committee, the implementing committee, and the national 
secretariat. 
 
Taking into account the challenges in implementing FiTI, Indonesia will adjust 
to the mandatory elements of transparency made by the International 
Advisory Group. This adjustment is crucial due to maintaining the 
accountability of the report submitted by Indonesia, so that the report can be 
a credible reference to all relevant stakeholders. 



 
Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Having supported FiTI since its 1st International Advisory Group in Berlin and 
1st International FiTI Conference in Mauritania, I am delighted to announce 
that Indonesia will be hosting the 2nd International FiTI Conference mid next 
year, between April and May in Bali. 
 
Hope to see all of you there with active participation. 
 
Thank you. 
 


